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FEATURED SELECTIONS 

 
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? MEGAN SMOLENYAK 

Family secrets, black sheep, and royal lineage of popular celebrities such as Sarah Jessica Parker and Susan 
Sarandon are uncovered.  The process of genealogical research is comprehensively unveiled to aid the 
amateur genealogist. 
 204 p., ill. 

 
WITHOUT FEAR CORDELIA FRANCES BIDDLE* 

Heiress Martha Beale investigates a decapitation murder at Joseph Bonaparte’s estate in this robust and 
meticulously researched historical mystery set in and around 19th century Philadelphia. 269pp. 
 
 

  
ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN 

 
THE AMERICAN LEONARDO JOHN BREWER 

La Belle Ferronniere is enveloped in a sea of lawsuits, forensic tests, gossip columns, and the inextinguishable 
contest between art and money. Meet the curators, schemers, and connoisseurs vying to establish the 
painting’s origin in the controversy that began in 1919 and lasted for decades.  310p., illus. 

 
BEATRIX FARRAND: PRIVATE GARDENS, PUBLIC LANDSCAPES JUDITH B. TANKARD 

Born into a wealthy early twentieth century family, Ms. Farrand eschewed the silver spoon for a rusty trowel. 
Her formal, English influenced gardens have become legendary. 211p., illus. 
 

CITY BY DESIGN: AN ARCHITECTURAL PERSPECTIVE OF CHICAGO  
Fine works of recent architecture by many of the city’s leading firms, focusing on mixed-use buildings. 
 320p., illus. 
 

GILBERT ROHDE PHYLLIS ROSS 
Beautifully illustrated and detailed description of the life and work of modernist furniture designer who 
experimented with novel materials and modular components. 274p., illus. 
 

SHAPING THE AMERICAN LANDSCAPE  
An encyclopedia of 149 designers whose contributions in architecture, planning, journalism and more have 
molded the public arenas of America. A Cultural Landscape Foundation project. 446p., illus. 
 

SUNNYLANDS EDITED BY DAVID DE LONG 
Architect A. Quincy Jones, interior designers William Haines and Ted Graber, and philanthropists Walter and 
Leonore Annenberg were the 1960 dream team behind the iconic mid-century modernistic Californian estate. 
 185p., illus. 
 

 



BIOGRAPHY 
 

THE HYPOCHONDRIACS BRIAN DILLON 
How paranoia and the fear of disease affected the minds of nine famous authors and artists, including Darwin, 
Bronte, Warhol and Gould. 280pp. 
 

AUDIOBOOKS 
 

KITCHEN CONFIDENTIAL ANTHONY BOURDAIN♦ 
A funny and revealing memoir by the famous New York City chef. (CD’s)  
 

 
TRAVEL 

 
EVERY DAY IN TUSCANY FRANCES MAYES 

Updates of the hidden joys and daily rhythms in the world Mayes summoned in Under The Tuscan Sun and 
Bella Tuscany. 306pp. 
 

FROMMER’S GERMANY DARWIN PORTER+ 
The 2010 edition includes foldout maps and insider tips. 
 690p., ill 
 

SELECT REGISTRY  
Directory of distinguished North American Inns. 463p., ill 
 
 

HISTORY & POLITICS 
 

THE ARTIST, THE PHILOSPHER, AND THE WARRIOR PAUL STRATHERN 
This history of renaissance Italy extrapolated from the notebooks of Niccolo Machiavelli, Leonardo da Vinci, 
and Cesare Borgia, during their brief journey together in 1502. 446p, ill. 

 
EMANCIPATION MICHAEL GOLDFARB 

For five centuries preceding Napoleon, the Jews of Europe had been confined to ghettos or small, remote 
villages. Follow their extraordinary rise and influence on art, science, and culture in the years after they were 
granted freedom.  408p., ill. 
 

HOLY WARRIORS JONATHAN PHILLIPS 
The centuries-long crusades told through the voices of the knights, kings, poets and pontiffs. Also examined 
are the events that fall under the umbrella term ‘crusade’, from the Spanish Civil War to the American War on 
Terror. 434p, ill. 

 
THE MAN WHO ATE HIS BOOTS ANTHONY BRANDT 

A detailed and deeply researched history of Britain’s 35-year quest to find the Northwest Passage across 
Northern Canada. Dozens suffered and died from scurvy, starvation, or worse. 441p, ill. 
 



THE TUDORS G.J. MEYER 
Good and evil were necessary to maintain absolute power during the Tudor Dynasty. This lineage of English 
royalty includes Henry VII, Mary Queen of Scots, and Elizabeth I. 612p., ill. 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

THE DEVIL AND SHERLOCK HOLMES DAVID GRANN+ 
A collection of true crime articles published in the New Yorker by the author of recent bestseller The Lost City 
Of Z. 338pp. 

 
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? MEGAN SMOLENYAK 

Family secrets, black sheep, and royal lineage of America’s best-loved celebrities such as Sarah Jessica 
Parker and Susan Sarandon are uncovered, and so can yours.  The process of genealogical research is 
comprehensively unveiled in this companion guide to the popular new NBC series. 
 204 p., ill. 

 
FICTION 

 
ARCADIA FALLS CAROL GOODMAN+ 

Meg and daughter Sally move to upstate New York for a fresh start after an unexpected death of a student. 
Meg must face her own demons and danger. 355pp. 
 

CAUGHT HARLAN COBEN+ 
When a promising teenager from the New Jersey suburb goes missing, a high-profile television reporter is 
determined to find and shame the kidnapper. Instincts fail when the town’s popular social worker becomes a 
primary suspect. 388pp. 
 

THE DEVIL’S STAR JO NESBØ 
A woman’s body is found with a severed finger and a tiny pentagram-cut diamond under her eyelid. Oslo 
Detective Harry Hole and his suspicious partner investigate. 452p. ill. 
 

HAZARD GARDINER HARRIS 
Eastern Kentucky miners face danger daily, yet Amos Belvins finds a freak incident not so accidental. 
 357pp. 
 

THE HEIGHTS PETER HEDGES+ 
Seemingly the last modest middle-class family in the affluent Brooklyn Heights, Tim and Kate get swept into the 
luxurious world of their new neighbor, Anna. The tranquility of their marriage and lifestyle is challenged when 
Kate takes a new job, Tim becomes the at-home parent and old flames reappear as new ones surface. 
 295pp. 
 

HELL GATE LINDA FAIRSTEIN+ 
Enter Gracie Mansion and the politically charged world of New York City’s law enforcement when prosecutor 
Alexandra Cooper investigates the stabbing death of an illegal immigrant. 382pp. 
 

MAJOR PETTIGREW’S LAST STAND HELEN SIMONSON 
Set in the English countryside, a proper Englishman befriends a Pakistani shopkeeper after the death of his 
brother. Can their friendship withstand tradition and cultural constraints? 358pp. 
 



MONEY TO BURN  JAMES GRIPPANDO+ 
At big investment bank Saxton Silvers, Michael Cantella is moving up in his work until his life is liquidated. All 
big accounts are zero in balance as he faces FBI agents, a missing wife, and a mysterious email. Will he clear 
his name from this corporate espionage? 360pp. 
 

NEVER LOOK AWAY LINWOOD BARCLAY 
An upstate New York journalist might find the media scandal his paper needs in order to keep afloat. Then a 
disappearance during a family outing to the amusement park sends everything in a downward spiral. 415pp. 
 

THE SHEEN ON THE SILK ANNE PERRY+ 
Disguising herself as a eunuch physician, Anna cautiously and boldly moves about 13th century 
Constantinople while investigating political conspiracy charges that led to the exile of her twin brother. 515 pp. 

 
THE STORM MARGRIET DE MOOR 

Holland’s deadly hurricane of 1953 turns a friendly swap of spots into a survival story when two identical sisters 
switch lives. One heads for danger as the other copes with the provocation of fate. 257pp. 
 

THE SURRENDERED CHANG-RAE LEE 
Three siblings seek healing from the Korean War’s emotional scarring of their childhood. An anguishing tale of 
sacrifice, heroism, and hard-won redemption. 469 pp. 
 

THINK TWICE LISA SCOTTOLINE+ 
The latest in the Rosato & Associates series finds Bennie buried alive by her identical twin, Alice. Bennie 
escapes the grave, but will she be able to remedy the damage from Alice impersonating her? 374pp. 
 

A WEEK IN DECEMBER SEBASTIAN FAULKS+ 
In London at the end of 2007, a hedge fund manager, subway tube driver, Islamic fundamentalist student, 
book critic and others are as intricately connected as they are distinct. 392pp. 
 

WHAT IS THIS THING CALLED LOVE? GENE WILDER+ 
The actor and novelist explores 12 answers to the title question. Lovers range from star-crossed to eternal, 
unrequited to comical. 160pp. 
 

THE WINTER THIEF JENNY WHITE 
It’s 1888 and the Ottoman Empire struggles when idealistic socialists face off against merciless agents of the 
sultan’s forces. After being framed for murder and treason, Kamil must face the most dangerous men of the 
dying empire. 400pp. 
 

DETECTIVES 
 

DEVIL IN THE DETAIL CLARE CURZON 
When a body is found hanging from a tree in an English village, Superintendent Mike Yeadings sorts through 
superstitions, tarot cards, and occult practices to solve the spooky mystery. 216pp. 

 
DRINK THE TEA THOMAS KAUFMAN 

When an adolescent criminal is taken under the wing of D.C. police captain, it is a formula for a sharp 
detective. Now an adult, Willis Gidney puts his street smarts to use when trying to find a friend’s daughter. 294pp. 



 
THE FOURTH ASSASSIN MATT BEYNON REES 

The latest Omar Yussef mystery, entangling family roots, murder, Brooklyn’s Little Palestine neighborhood, and 
the reunion of the boys club ‘The Assassins’. 281pp. 
 

OUR LADY OF IMMACULATE DECEPTION NANCY MARTIN 
As niece of the Pittsburg mob boss, Roxy Abruzzo is mostly successful at distancing herself from the family 
business, making her career in architectural salvage.  But when she heists a seemingly worthless garden 
statue that turns out to be swaddled in a murder mystery, she and her vivid cohorts must trail blaze the 
investigation. 
                                    310pp. 

 
THE SLEEPING DRAGON MIYUKI MIYABE 

Tokyo  journalist Kosaka’s tangled personal life becomes more perplexing when he enlists the help of two 
suspicious characters to investigate whether a young boy’s disappearance is an accident or murder. 301p, ill. 

 
STILL MIDNIGHT DENISE MINA+ 

A rising Glasgow cop is on the case that could make her career. Her brother, unfortunately, might be on the 
wrong side of her investigation. 342pp. 
 

TOO MANY MURDERS COLLEEN MCCULLOUGH+ 
Back to 1967, when the world Is on a seesaw of war and peace. Captain Carmine Delmonico must solve a 
diverse web of growing murders. 371pp. 
 

VIENNA SECRETS FRANK TALLIS 
After puzzling murders pile on Detective Reinhardt’s desk, he is pulled into a divided underworld that leads to 
answers and peace of mind. The fifth book in the Max Liebermann series takes us from turn-of-the-century 
Prague to Vienna. 385pp. 
 

VIRTUALLY DEAD PETER MAY 
After the death of his wife, Michael Kapinsky partakes in an experimental therapy session involving the online 
game, Second Life. A crime scene photographer in real life, he finds himself taking on the same role as an 
avatar. 294pp. 
 

WITHOUT FEAR CORDELIA FRANCES BIDDLE* 
Martha Beale investigates a decapitation murder in the robust and meticulously researched social context of 
19th century Philadelphia. 269pp. 
 
 

+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL 

♦ Gift of Lois Reibach 

* Gift of  the Author 

 Gift of Jacqueline Bagley 

 



HOW TO USE THE MAIL SERVICE OF THE CIRCULATION LIBRARY 
 
For those members who wish to receive books by mail, please follow these directions.  
When you have selected the books that you would like to receive, you may let us know 
your selections by email or telephone: 
 
Email: jilly@philaathenaeum.org.  
Telephone: (215) 925-2688 
 
Alternately, you may print out this list, check the items that you would like and send it by 
mail or fax: 
 
Fax: (215) 925-3755 
Mail:  Jill LeMin Lee 
 Circulation Librarian 
 Athenaeum of Philadelphia 
 219 S. Sixth Street 
 Philadelphia, PA 19106 
 
 
Indicate how many books you wish to receive at a time, up to three, and the interval at 
which you would like to receive them.  A reserve list will then be established for you. 
Please understand that some of the books are very popular and there may be a wait.  You 
will receive your books in a padded mailer.  Please open the bag carefully so that it can be 
reused.  There will be a return mailing label in the book pocket in the back of the books.  
The loan period is three weeks.  When you are ready to return them, place them in the 
mailer, cover the mailing label on the bag with the return label, seal the bag with staples or 
heavy tape and put on the same amount of postage.  Take the bag to the post office and 
tell the clerk that the bag is to be mailed "library rate."  We invite all stockholders to take 
advantage of this wonderful service, if you do not already do so.   
 

Picking up Books at the Library 
 
Stockholders are always welcome to pick up their books at the library.  If you wish to be 
notified when a book is waiting, please let us know, and provide us with an email address 
(or alternately, a telephone number where there is an answering machine), and we can 
alert you when a book is waiting for you.   If you are pressed for time, you may request that 
a book be left for you at the front desk. 
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